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Tree Farmers Recognized for
Outstanding Stewardship

By Victoria Lockhart

Third Party Certification 
Assessments Purpose and 
Process

Every year Tree Farmers are 
given the opportunity to highlight 
the good work they are doing and 
showcase the American Tree Farm 
System by participating in a review 
of the American Tree Farm System 
through a third party assessment.  
The participating landowners 
will showcase their Tree Farms 
during the assessment, similar to 
the inspection process where a 
forester visits their property and 
confirms the good stewardship of 
the land.  We are so proud of the 
good stewardship done by our Tree 
Farmers, that we have asked third-
party certification foresters to come 
in and validate it through this third 
party assessment.  Since 2009, 
these foresters have given us the 
stamp of approval!  

Through these assessments, we 
have learned a great deal about 
the good work undertaken by Tree 
Farmers and ATFS inspectors. The 
assessments have also illustrated 
where we need to improve the 
system to ensure ATFS remains 
a credible program that creates 
opportunities for family woodland 
owners. Summaries of the results 
of the 2009 and 2010 assessments 
have been posted on the American 
Tree Farm System website at www.
treefarmsystem.org/certification.

The independent assessment 
teams have cited a number of 
good management trends in the 
Tree Farm community. These 
include; 

•	 Landowners and foresters show 
a clear commitment to see the 
American Tree Farm System 
succeed as evidenced by the 
volunteer nature of the program 
and level of commitment and 
dedication observed during Tree 
Farm visits. 

•	 Tree Farmers are doing a 
wonderful job of managing 
their forestland for a multitude 
of objectives. In particular, the 
assessment teams have observed 
that Tree Farmers have made 
remarkable efforts to maintain 
and enhance wildlife habitat 

•	 Tree Farmers are active in 
hosting educational and outreach 
programs with a wide range 
of workshop topics to share 
their experiences with other 
landowners, school groups, and 
community members. 

Where the Tree Farm community 
can improve is in documenting 
this good work.  The certification 
assessments have shown a trend 
of Tree Farms lacking current 
and applicable management plans 
that address all required elements 
of the AFF Standards. ATFS has 
developed a number of tools to help 

landowners maintain updated and 
useful management plans. These 
tools include: 

•	 Management Plan Addendum

	 The Management Plan 
Addendum was introduced in 
the Spring/Summer edition of 
BetterForests. Check it out! The 
Addendum was developed for 
landowners to update themselves 
by answering a few questions 
designed to point to available 
resources for answering 
questions. Once completed, the 
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Addendum should be attached to your management 
plan. Be sure to contact a forester if you have any 
questions. 

•	 New Management Plan Template Is Out! 

	 ATFS has been working with the US Forest Service 
(USFS) and the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service (NRCS) to develop a common management 
plan template that will streamline access for 
landowner participation in Tree Farm, 
Forest Stewardship and NRCS cost 
share programs. Landowners using 
the template would face significantly 
fewer barriers when attempting to 
access certification and/or cost-share 
funds. The template features items that 
you as the landowner can work through 
and then review with your forester so 
that you have a better idea of what is in 
the plan and how it can be most useful 
to you. For a copy of the template and 
instructions for completion go to www.
treefarmsystem.org/nationalplantemplate  

In 2011, we will be visiting California as part of the 
Western regional certification assessment. A small 
number of Tree Farmers will be invited to participate 
and share with ATFS and the third-party reviewers 
the good things they are doing for their woodlands.  

A typical field visit with the reviewers will last 45 
minutes to 1 hour and will entail; 
•	 Landowner (or a forester who is familiar with the 

property) describes how they manage their woods, 
what are their goals for the land, what challenges 
they face. 

•	 Reviewer will ask questions about the 2010 
Standards and how they are applicable to the 
property. Key points include: 

•	 Written management plan (such as a Stewardship 

plan or NRCS cost share plan) that addresses forest 
health, soil, water, wood and fiber production, 
threatened and endangered species, special sites, 
invasive species, integrated pest management, and 
high conservation value forests

•	 Adherence to state water quality best management 
practices

•	 Reforestation (natural or planted) of harvested sites

•	 Evaluation of pest management options 
as part of integrated pest management 

•	 Any management for wildlife on the 
property 

•	 Research for threatened and 
endangered species or special sites on the 
property 

•	 Use of trained loggers and other 
contractors

•	  At the end of the visit, the third party 
reviewer will review with the landowner 

what they observed and if they have any suggestions 
for their woodland. 

	 ATFS is committed to protecting the privacy of 
Tree Farmers and no landowner names or property 
information will ever be published in publically 
available reports. Landowners and foresters are also 
protected under a strict confidentiality agreement 
with the third-party reviewers. 

	 Fifteen Tree Farms have been selected in California 
and the landowners have been notified and dates 
for inspection set. Preliminary work is under way 
collecting management plans and forwarding them 
on to PricewaterHouseCoopers for review prior to 
field visits. California Tree Farmers are doing great 
work and we want you to be recognized for it.

Outstanding Stewardship continued from page 2

2011 ANNUAL FOREST LANDOWNERS MEETING
Come join us when we honor Peter Bussman, 2010 California Outstanding Tree Farmer of the Year at the 

2011 Annual Forest Landowners Meeting. This year the meeting will be held at the Blue Lake Casino, 6 miles 
east of Arcata in Humboldt County, May 5-7. There will be a tour of the Bussman Tree Farm and an award 
presentation to Peter. More details will be posted at forestlandowners.org as the date approaches. This is an 
outstanding, one of a kind property with phenomenal growth rates that you have to see to believe. Hope to see 
you there!
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RECEIVING THE TREE FARMER ELECTRONICALLY
The Tree Farm Committee can save money on both printing and postage, if we can send the newsletter 
electronically. If you would like to receive your newsletter via the computer, please send your e-mail 
address to: loda@frontiernet.net

TREE FARMER QUIZ

1.	 Is the following statement true or false, and briefly state why:  Establishing a ponderosa pine plantation 

adjacent to a residual white fir overstory infected with dwarf mistletoe represents a high risk of 

spreading the mistletoe to the new understory.________________________________________________

	 ____________________________________________________________________________________

2.	 “Woods Words”.  Define what a “square” is._________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________

3.	 Name a new boring insect that is contributing to major damage on    oak woodlands, in Southern 

California.____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________

4.	 The Forest Practice Rules define “winter period” as?__________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________

5.	 The easy way to tell the difference between a Ponderosa Pine cone from a Jeffrey Pine cone is…_ ______ 

____________________________________________________________________________________

6.	 One of the primary goals in estate planning is to reduce the amount of estate taxes that will be incurred 

when an estate is transferred.  The Federal Estate Tax is an excise tax on the right to transfer property at 

the date of death.  When are the estate taxes due?_____________________________________________

7.	 ____________________________________________________________________________________

1.	1. False.  Dwarf mistletoes are generally species specific, and in this case, there would be little or no risk of spread from white fir to 
ponderosa pine.  2. A measure of shingles or shakes, enough to cover 100 square feet.  Also a basis for paying snag fallers or buckers, 
so much per square, measuring per square foot of stump or log cross section.  3.  The Goldspotted oak borer was first detected in 
2004 in San Diego County.  In 2008 it was found in the same county attacking Coast live oak, Canyon live oak and California black 
oak.  GSOB larvae feed under the bark killing patches and strips of phloem and cambium.  4.  The period between November 15 to 
April 1, except as noted under special county rules.  5.  PP cones are 3 to 5 inches long and prickly.  JP cones grow up to 10 inches 
long, are smooth to the touch because the prickles of open cones bend inwards. 6.  The estate tax return (Form 706), and any taxes 
due, are payable nine months after the date of death.  Extensions are available.

By George Belden

q



Committee Secretary
Lois Kaufman
30133 Amidon Ranch Road
Oak Run, CA 96069

California Tree farm committee administration

Chairman
William E. Snyder
P.O. Box 944246
Sacramento, CA 94244-2460
916-653-4298

Committee Secretary
Lois Kaufman
30133 Amidon Ranch Road
Oak Run, CA 96069
530-472-1938
E-mail: loda@frontiernet.net

Pine Region
Lennart Lindstrand, Jr.
5037 Debbie Lane
Redding, CA 96002
530-221-3412

Leon Manich
California Reforestation
22230-A Colorado River Blvd.
Sonora, CA 95370
209-588-1920

Steve Andrews
Applied Forest Management
200 Litton Drive, #210
Grass Valley, CA 95945
530-274-6455

Southern California District
Eric Oldar
2524 Mulberry Street
Riverside, CA 92501
951-320-6125

Redwood Region
Daniel Cohoon,
Able Forestry
1410 Second Street
Eureka, CA 95501
707-445-4130

Mid-State Region
Robert Rogers
1525 Glenwood Dr.
Ukiah, CA 95482
707-463-0356

Tree Farm Mission
To promote the growing of renewable forest resources on private lands while protecting 

environmental benefits and increasing public understanding of all benefits of productive forestry.


