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TREE FARMER QUIZ

1.	  In logging terminology, de�ne the term “dead man.” ________________________________________

	 _ _________________________________________________________________________________

2.	 “Woods Words”.  What is logger’s smallpox? ______________________________________________

	 _ _________________________________________________________________________________

	 _ _________________________________________________________________________________

3.	 A THP map has a scale of 1 inch= 200 ft and has 25 ft contour intervals.  A proposed temporary road 

	 for a logging unit extends 4.5 inches from one permanent road to the intersection with another 

	 permanent road.  The proposed temporary road starts on a contour line, crosses four other contour lines 

	 and ends, at the landing, on a �fth contour line.  What is the grade of this proposed temporary road 

	 (round to the nearest percent)?__________________________________________________________

	 _ _________________________________________________________________________________

	

4.	 Which one of these California pine trees is not a 3-needle pine? 

	 Monterey Pine, Torrey Pine, Jeffrey Pine, Knobcone Pine, Coulter Pine._________________________  

5.	 There are multiple permit options available for fuel hazard reduction on private and state-owned lands. 

	 Under the “La Malfa” Forest Fire Prevention Exemption (CCR 1038(i)), what is the acreage limit that 

	 may be treated? _____________________________________________________________________

	 _ _________________________________________________________________________________

6.	 When an alien or exotic species can establish, grow, reproduce, and maintain itself in an area where it 

	 did not originally grow, it is said to be: ___________________________________________________

	 _ _________________________________________________________________________________

ANSWERS: 1. A buried substitute anchor, often a log, used where no suitable stumps exist for anchoring a guy line or skyline. 2.  This is the 
result of being stomped on by a man wearing calked shoes.  3.  4.5”x 200 ft/inch = 900 ft. 5 contours x 25 ft = 125 ft.   125/900 x 100 = 13.9%.  
rounded to 14%.  4.  Torrey Pine has 5-needle bundles and grows along the San Diego coast.  5.  300 acres.  6.  Naturalized.

By George Belden
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a Non-Industrial Timber Management Plan (NTMP) 
demonstrating sustained yield and long-term 
management objectives while complying with all 
the Forest Practice Regulations. Recently a biomass 
harvest was completed to reduce the fuel loading and 
tie into a major fuel break surrounding the community 
of Shingletown.

From the Beaty property we swung over to the 
Denny Tree Farm, another 50+ year member of the 
Tree Farm System. Also purchased in the 50’s as 
cutover land the property is managed using uneven 
aged management under a NTMP. Harvesting is done 
using selection, sanitation salvage and commercial 

thinning. Forest improvement projects are on going 
including pre-commercial thinning, site preparation, 
brush control, tree planting, and �rewood cutting.

When the NTMP for 682 acres was approved in 
1992 the average merchantable volume per acre was 
4,500 board feet based on a 1990 cruise done by 

Mr. Denny, a Registered Professional Forester. Total 
volume was about 3 million board feet. A current 
inventory cruise done by Shasta Land Management 
Consultants in December 2009 shows the average 
merchantable volume of 10,500 board feet per acre 
for a total volume of 7 million board feet. During this 
time of increase growth there have been �ve timber 
harvest projects over the last 18 years.

In the fall of 2005 a biomass thinning was done 
on approximately 150 acres to provide �re protection 
for the Denny home site and along Ritts Mill Road. 
Approximately 1800 bone-dry tons of wood chips 
were harvested from sub-merchantable trees and about 

150 MBF of saw logs.  In addition 
to reducing the fuel loading the 
stocking was reduced from 300 
square feet per acre plus, to 120 sq. 
ft. per acre to provide for a more 
healthy and vigorous stand and to 
reduce mortality from insects and 
disease. Then in 2008 an additional 
140 acres were bio-massed thinned 
for wood chips. Merchantable trees 
were not harvested. During this 
project 22 acres of under stocked 
Manzanita brush �elds were 
cleared. The site will be prepared 
by herbicides to prevent Manzanita 
re-growth in 2010 and then planted 
with ponderosa pine and Douglas 
�r in the spring of 2011. This will 
be done with funding assistance 
under the Environmental Quality 

Improvement Program (EQUIP).

A great lunch was provided by the Whitmore 
Volunteer Fire Department and that gave everyone a 
chance to warm up before our next stop at property 
managed by W.M. Beaty & Associates. This stop was 
at the 2003 Whitmore Fire Incident and demonstrates 
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how these fuel reduction 
projects can help �re�ghters 
manage a major �re under 
extreme conditions. The �re 
started from an illegal camp�re 
in a Manzanita thicket and 
burned all night before it was 
detected. CDF resources were 
at maximum draw down due to 
�res in southern California so 
available resources were at a 
minimum.

Over the years preceeding 
the �re fuel reduction projects 
were conducted around the 
community of Whitmore. 
Overstocked ponderosa pine 
stand interlaced with tall 
Manzanita were thinned and 
much of the brush was crushed 
incidental to operations 
by thinning and yarding 
equipment. Proper drying of 
piles prior to burning piles 
was essential, especially 
considering the very narrow 
window of opportunity to burn 
under prescribed conditions 
that are suitable for both smoke 
management and �re safety. 
Safe burning, especially near 
communities takes careful 
(and costly) planning and 
implementation.

Thinning removed 37 tons/ac. (24 tons chips + 13 tons sawlogs) primarily ladder fuels and weaker 
crown trees. Brush rehab removed 34 tons/ac. (primarily brush & some weak trees).

Bateman Rd looking north: Once the �re reached the thinned area west of the Bateman Road it 
went from a column driven crown �re (with 100 to 200 foot �ame lengths) to a ground �re with 
occasional individual tree �are ups. CDF �re �ghting forces were able to go from indirect to direct 
attack and eventually pinch off the front of the �re before it destroyed any homes or buldings in the 
community of Whitmore and several thousand more acres of timber land.
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