


2

ATFS RECEIVES PEFC ENDORSEMENT

Washington, D.C. - Family forest owners in the U.S., Many communities depend on private forests to pro-
who own nearly two-thirds of the country’s forest- vide bene ts including water puri cation, clean air,
lands, today cheered the international approval ofecreation, wildlife habitat and education. Eighty-per
the American Tree Farm System® (ATFS) by thecent of all rain that falls east of the Mississippi River
Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certi-falls on family-owned forests where it is puried,
cation schemes (PEFC). PEFC is an internationa'stored, and released into aquifers.
independent, non-prot, non-governmental organi-
zation, founded in 1999 which promotes sustainablyBy joining the largest forest certi cation system in
managed forests through independent third party cethe world, the American Tree Farm System is creat-
ti cation. ATFS is the oldest and largest forest con-ing new markets for American growers,” said Ben
servation, certi cation, and advocacy program in theGunneberg, Secretary General of PEFC International.
United States. The 67 year-old program is sponsoredlhe demand for sustainably-procured wood is rap-
by the American Forest Foundation. idly increasing because more businesses and more
consumers are stepping up to the plate on issues like

Family forest landowners welcomed the endorsemer¢limate change. PEFC endorsement means that more

by PEFC for certifying sustainably produced wood,American growers can now serve this rapidly growing
a step that will open the door to new green marketmarket.
for wood that is sustainably produced on their land.
The Geneva-based Programme for the Endorseme@nly about 10 percent of the global wood market
of Forest Certi cation schemes (PEFC) made thecurrently comes through forest certi cation systems.
announcement after a 14-month rigorous review deNow with ATFS, PEFC has 500 million certi ed acres.
signed to provide assurance to purchasers that certfAt this size and growing rapidly, PEFC is by far the
ed wood and paper products are in fact produceclargest global program for certifying sustainable for
from sustainably managed forests. ests. Canada, Norway, Finland, Spain, Brazil, the Ma-
laysian Republic, and many other European countries
“This is fantastic news for conservation-minded are among those with PEFC-approved forest certi -
family forest owners who are struggling to survive cation systems. This is the second such approval for
in tough economic times,” said Laurence Wisemanthe U.S., with the rst being the Sustainable Forestry
President and Chief Executive Of cer of the Ameri- Initiative.
can Forest Foundation, the parent group of ATFS.
“PEFC approval is the key to connecting more of theThe American Tree Farm System was rst launched
good operators to the rapidly growing marketplace oin 1941 as a private initiative to address concerns that
green manufacturers, distributors, retailers and corAmerica’s forests were being cut at unsustainable
sumers.” rates without reforestation. It now represents more
than 90,000 family forest owners in 45 states, most
Forest landowners who voluntarily commit the extraof whom manage woodlots of less than 100 acres.
time and expense to produce wood sustainably undéATFS is the largest private forest conservation and
the ATFS system will now qualify for access to the forest restoration initiative in the history of the U.S.
international markets that they never had before. Tra-The number of certi ed family forests landowners in
ditional markets for U.S. wood have been shrinkingthe system has doubled over the past four years, and
as more foreign wood gains control into those-marthis shows the tremendous growth potential in this
kets, and Wiseman believes this endorsement stearea,” said Bob Simpson, Senior Vice President for
will help U.S. growers. the American Forest Foundation.

TREE FARMER QUIZ
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What is the
inches?

3. The estab
vegetation or land us was not forest is called?

4. Brie y describe serotinous cones?

In view of th
experience water repellency (hydrophobicity) problems with the fall
rains. Describe the physics involved in creating hydrophobicity, and what
generalized soil texture is most prone to this problem?

IN MEMORIAL

Tree Farmer, Robert Schaezlein, passed away this summer. Robert maintained an active tree farm in
Tuolumne County, harvesting timber and at the same time maintaining a healthy component of Old Growth
pine and r. Harvests were designed to remove only high risk old growth trees and thin the understory. Bob
was very concerned in maintaining wildlife components of the stand. His occupation was a silversmith. His
children and sister’s children plan to continue following the current management plan.
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Thank you all.
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